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asked him to appoint a judge over them54 who would be
able to repel their enemies, to remove their difficulties, and
should at   the   same time excel  his  contemporaries in
strength and valour.   After Shamuil had made the neces-
sary contracts and covenants, he besought the Most High
to grant their prayers, and after he had obtained certainty
of compliance with his request, he told the nation that
their king would neither be a descendant of prophets nor
of a royal dynasty, and that his name would be Shauk
[Saul],    It is said that as in those times the prophetic-
dignity was confined to the tribe of Lavi and royalty to
the children of Yahuda, and as Talut, who was also called
Shauk, belonged to the tribe of Ebn Yamin, some of the
children of Esrail were startled by the information, and
said: ' How can a man like him become a king, and how
can he be worthy of the royal dignity ? for we have a better
right to it than he.'   Shamuil replied : * God is most just
and most wise !   Royalty belongs to Him, and He bestows
it upon whom He likes, and takes it away from whom He
likes.   It is evident the gifts of God are not granted to
anyone who  does not merit them.'     [It is said in the
Qur&n] * Thou givest the kingdom to whom Thou wilt, and
(loprivest thereof whom Thou wilt/   At last the people
assented   and queried what would be the signs of his
[selection for the] royal dignity ?   Shamuil replied : ' When
ho comes the ark of tranquillity will [also] make its appear-
ance, and the holy oil will increase and ferment/    The
next day the children of EsrMl were sitting around the
ark of testimony and the holy temple, being engaged in
the discussion of the affairs of the kingdom, as well as
preparation of the means for fighting and repelling the
emeny.   On that occasion Shtak all of a sudden stepped
m among them, and the holy oil, which was in the keeping
of the prophets, and was preserved in one of the horns of
the cow of M&sa, commenced to boil.   Shamuil then called
out to Shauk, holding a staff in his hand which was equal
to him in height.   This staff he placed in contact with the
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